A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
who led it, however, many were lukewarm. One, Lord Darcy,
betrayed it, and a minor gentleman called Aske, who was the
popular leader, was later on to betray it in his turn also. The
Duke of Norfolk was sent against the rebels, marching from
Doncaster in October with about 8000 men, which was not
one-fifth of what he had to meet. Henry was badly frightened.
He opened negotiations. He empowered the Duke of Norfolk
to accept the rebel terms, which were: (i) a Parliament
to be held at York, (2) the monks to be restored, and (3) a
general pardon to be given. This solemn promise was given
in December. But when the Government had had time to
gather forces and found itself strong enough it broke its word
and vastly increased the existing terror by savage massacres
throughout the North of England under the authority of this
same Duke of Norfolk. The country was so cowed that the
North did not move again to save the national religion until
its second rising (which also failed), more than thirty years
later.
The Dissolution of the Greater Houses* The rebellions
in defence of religion which came so near to success gave by
their defeat a vastly added power to Cromwell. There was
instituted a special instrument of government for the North
called the Council of the North, which continued for generations,
and as a certain number of the larger monasteries had been
involved in the rebellion Cromwell could strike against them,
This was what had been at the back of his mind all the time;
the larger monasteries represented four times as much annual
revenue as the smaller monasteries did; there would be
immense perquisites for Cromwell himself and for his agents
and abettors among the gentry, and a vast increase of revenue
for the Crown. The greater monasteries involved in this rising
were destroyed by Act of Attainder, and their abbots executed
for treason; when these first had gone down the rest fell one
after the other. They were not suppressed as the smaller
monasteries had been; they were either destroyed under the
plea of treason or their surrender was demanded. By March 23,
1540, the last of the great houses disappeared; this was the
Abbey of Waltham, which Harold had founded before the
Conquest.
* Many other corporate endowments were seized then or
somewhat later, notably the hospitals;  everything which bad